
Music is an important part of the 
lives of many new Travellers, most 
musical instruments are easy to 
carry around in a vehicle and quite 
a few people living on the road will 
play an instrument or will enjoy 
singing. Sitting around a fire with a 
few instruments and having a sing 
along is a free and very enjoyable 
way of spending the evening. It is 
also probably much better for the 
soul than sitting in front of the TV 
all night! There are no particular 
genres of music new Travellers will 
play, from Bob Dylan to Balkan 
Gypsy music, from The Red Hot 
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The music liked by new Travellers is 
as diverse as music liked by any 
group of people. New Travellers  

are not all Punks or Goths or Ravers 
or any other sub-culture of people 
who identify themselves by the 
music they listen to. There has been 
certain genres of music linked to new 
Travellers over the years and certain 
bands that have played a big part in 
new Traveller culture through playing 
the free festivals of the 80s and early 
90s or because of their out-spoken 
political views on freedom for us all 
to live as we please.
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Chilli Peppers to Blur the range 
of music new Travellers play is as 
varied as music itself. There are 
many talented musicians amongst 
new Travellers and many write 
music and lyrics and there have 
been many bands formed amongst 
people living on sites together.

When the Criminal Justice Act 
came into force in 1994 many new 
Travellers found that their very 

lifestyle had been criminalised and 
that life on the road was made 
too difficult for many to cope with 
it. A number of new Travellers 
headed off to different countries 
like Ireland, France and Spain 
and lots of others were forced to 
try house dwelling. The few that 
stayed on the road in the UK found 
it very hard to find places to park 
up without getting moved on all 
the time. At the same time the 

free festival scene effectively died 
as that was also criminalised and 
a lot of the bands associated with 
that scene and the new Traveller 
movement split up. 

There were bands that carried 
on though either making it more 
successfully on the mainstream 
circuit like The Levellers, 
Chumbawumba and Zion Train or 
just quietly gigging small venues 
and festivals like Tarantism and 
2000DS. The Levellers even started 
their own festival, Beautiful Days 
which is now a very successful 
thriving event.

The emergence of lots of new 
small festivals in the early 00’s 
also brought a surge of old festival 
bands getting back together and 
gigging again. For many people 
the reunion of RDF/Military Surplus 
(Sam’s pic below) at Endorse-it 
in Dorset Festival in 2006 was a 
landmark occasion. Soon to follow 
suit were bands like Dub the 
Earth, Back to the Planet, AOS3 
and Rhythmites with even more 
reuniting by the end of the decade. 
In 2010 Credit to the Nation and 
Scum of Toytown both played 
reunion gigs.

A lot of people 
when they 
hear of 
new 

Travellers associate them with 
big sound systems and week long 
raves. 

This was all made illegal by the 
Criminal Justice Act and many of 
the big sound systems like Spiral 
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Tribe went off abroad where big 
raves were still a possibility. Even 
now over fifteen years on there is 
a thriving rave scene of free and 
paying events across mainland 
Europe. In the UK the rave music 
went to the clubs where it has 
grown into so many sub-genres 
now it is hard to keep up! There 
are still small free raves around the 
country but they are few and far 
between and you have to know the 
right people to find out about them. 
They quite often get shut down by 
the police although some manage 
to stay away from public attention.

New technology has been very 
helpful to people on the road as a 
few hundred cassette tapes took 
up a lot of room in a small truck! 
The rise of MP3s has meant a MP3 
player can hold huge amounts of 
music in a tiny box. Having a laptop 
and internet use has enabled file 
sharing in a big way which has 
meant getting new tunes is easier 
than ever before. There are now 

some great websites where you 
can download lots of old gigs and 
albums from the 80s and 90s on 
MP3 that were only available on 
cassette before. With more and 

more new Travellers using solar power now, free electricity has meant 
keeping a laptop charged is not much of a problem and the internet can 
now be accessed either at free Wi-Fi spots or by buying a dongle that 
works like pay-as-you-go internet. 

The Criminal Justice Act coming into force killed off most of 
the free festivals in the UK, it was truly the end of an era and 
never again are we likely to see that scene. A few festivals 
managed to carry on, Strawberry Fayre in Cambridge is 
probably the most well known free festival that has managed 
to keep going although it is now impossible to get anywhere 
near the site with a vehicle and so it is not as easily accessible 
to new Travellers as it once was. 2010 saw the police demand 
too much money to police the event and it did not go ahead 
but it did bounce back in 2011. 

The Horsedrawn Travellers managed to keep their small 
gatherings going by keeping them very low-key and hardly 
anyone outside the Horsedrawn community hearing about them. 
It was only at the end of the 00s that their events have been 



made public on the internet as they 
now have their own website. Over 
the last few years their events have 
grown as more and more people 
have found out about them. Bands 
like Tarantism and 2000DS often 
play at the Horsedrawn festivals. 
They are now properly licensed 
events attracting all sorts of people.

After the Criminal Justice Act big 
paying festivals like Glastonbury 
were not affected and carried 
on as usual, new Travellers who 
were there working didn’t have a 
problem but new Travellers turning 
up to have a fringe event found 
it increasingly more difficult. In 
1994 a part of the fence got taken 
down and hundreds of people got 
in free. In 2000 the festival saw 

more gatecrashers than ever before 
and after a break in 2001 the 
super fence was built for the 2002 
festival. Now it is impossible to park 
live-in vehicles nearby and much 
harder to get in for free, although of 
course there are always ways!  

One festival that started as a part 
of Glastonbury Festival is The Big 
Green Gathering. It is proud of it’s 
green eco friendly image and lots 
of new Travellers flocked to it. The 
Horsedrawn travellers had their 
own field where they put up their 
own stage which was popular with 
all Travellers. Next door was the 
campervan area that hosted an 
array of different live-in vehicles. 
Knockengorroch in Scotland is also 
popular with new Travellers as it is 

much more relaxed, even letting 
dogs in and more recently Sunrise 
festival with its Horsedrawn field 
has made it popular with some 
Travellers. Despite being popular 
festivals they have all had their 
problems with councils getting 
increasingly more stringent on 
granting licenses and the police 
demanding more and more money 
to police the events.

By the middle of the 00s there 
were new small festivals starting 
to pop up all over the country, 
some were particularly popular 
with new Travellers. Endorse-
it in Dorset festival started in 
2004 as a birthday party, the 
organisers were familiar with the 
new Traveller scene of the late 

80s and early 90s and wanted to 
recreate that free festival vibe. The 
birthday party was such a success 
that 2005 saw the first official 
Endorse-it in Dorset Festival with 
Zion Train and Desmond Dekker 
headlining. It attracted some new 
Travellers because of the music and 
reasonable ticket price.

New Travellers that were able to 
work these festivals had a full 
summer again. There is no job that 
is typical to a new Traveller at a 
festival. Some run kids activities, 
some help putting up fencing or 
marquees, some have craft or 
clothes stalls, some do stewarding 
or litter picking. Some are paid jobs, 
others just work for their ticket. 
Some new Travellers will need paid 
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work others may have other jobs 
and so can just work for their ticket. 
Meals are often provided when you 
work shifts stewarding, litter picking or 
doing general labouring on site which 
is a bonus if you are on a budget.

It is great to see a thriving 
festival scene in the UK again but 
unfortunately it has come at quite 
a cost. Licenses are hard to get and 
organisers find themselves jumping 

through hoops to keep councils 
happy. By 2010 many festivals were 
getting too expensive for those 
on no wage or a low wage. If you 
didn’t work at festivals it would 
mean only being able to afford one 
a year for a lot of people. For a 
new Traveller like myself one of the 
hardest things to get round is the 
no dogs rule, there are very few 
festivals that allow dogs anymore. 
In 2011 I would have liked to go 

to Boomtown Fayre, another great 
festival but after nearly £100 each 
for a ticket, £40 to park our truck 
there and £60 to put the dog in 
kennels we would have spent £300 
before we’ve even thought about 
fuel, food and drink! 

Some festivals now have a high 
police presence and employ security 
firms that often have a very bad 
attitude. This takes away the peace 

and love vibe that started music 
festivals in the first place and can 
ruin a weekend away. Security 
teams are often very heavy handed, 
searching people for no real 
reason. For those of us that just 
want a relaxed weekend away with 
friends we see no need for a police 
presence or over bearing security.

In 2011 I did go to two UK festivals, 
the Alchemy Festival (below) and 



the Horsedrawn Summer Holiday 
Both allowed dogs and both had 
reasonable ticket prices. 

The Horsedrawn event was very 
low-key with only a £10 admission 
fee per person for the whole of the 
August bank holiday weekend. 

There were no big name acts, only 
one stage, a couple of bars and 
a couple of food outlets but there 
was also no police and no security. 
The organisers had got a licence 
for the event and had arranged to 
hire some land but a week or so 
before the event the land owner 
had been offered more money by 
a group of people who also wanted 
to hold an event that weekend. The 
land owner being a typical greedy 
bastard took up the offer and the 
Horsedrawn folk were left with 

nowhere to hold their gathering. 
They found some land without the 
permission of the land owner and so 
the event was actually illegal as the 
policeman pointed out who visited 
the site before the event started. 
There was no trouble however and 
the event was allowed to go ahead 
with a warning from the police that 
if the music got to loud they would 
come back and confiscate sound 
systems. They were not seen at 
all over the weekend and as far as 
I know there were no complaints 
about noise.

Alchemy festival is one of the last 
of the season in the middle of 
September. It is run by a group of 
new Travellers who have bought 
some land. Tickets were £60 which 
was quite a bargain compared to 
many festivals but still unaffordable 

for those on no wage, although 
there were plenty of opportunities 
to work there. The festival itself 
was very nice with quite a few 
new Travellers there working and 
partying. The fact that dogs were 
allowed meant it a lot easier for 
new Travellers to attend. Also the 
bands that played included Back 
to the Planet, RDF, Rhythmites 
and Zion Train all favourites with 
a lot of new Travellers. There was 
minimal security who all seemed 
very friendly and no police that I 
saw. It was a relaxed festival with 
an old school vibe echoing the free 
festivals of the early 90s and will be 
the nearest most people get to that 
these days! 

Many UK new Travellers now live 
abroad either full or part-time. This 
has led to some great free festivals 

being organised in other countries. 
Dragon festival in Orgiva, Spain 
was successful for many years until 
the local council had enough and 
started making life difficult for the 
organisers, some of who got fined 
after the last event at the original 
site. There was also a flood in the 
valley where the festival took place 
which meant the festival moved 
to a new site at Santa Fe near 
Granada. This is now more of a 
technival than a festival and many 
people call it the Drag-off rather 
than Dragon. It is still a great event 
although unfortunately there was a 
lot of litter left on site when I was 
there in 2011. It is a sad fact that 
many people that want to attend 
free parties do not understand 
the concept of leaving no trace. 
This is often house dwellers who 
do not live this way usually. New 
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Travellers have to be responsible 
for their waste all year round and 
so in becomes second nature to bag 
up litter to take to bins and to bury 
your shit!

Freequency Festival in Portugal 
is now into its third year as an 
April event. Originally it was a 
summer Solstice event but it was 
never that popular, with many 
free party people being in Eastern 
Europe by then on the technival 
circuit. After moving to earlier in 
the year it is now very successful, 
seeing new Travellers from all 
over Europe descend on it as well 
as lots of very pale looking Brits 
who get cheep flight to Lisbon to 
attend! The festival had a number 
of sound systems, a live music 
stage and cabaret stage when I 
was there in 2011. It had a very 
relaxed atmosphere, wonderful 
people and all was asked of people 
was to be responsible and make a 
donation if they could. Apart from 
a couple of people who let their 
dogs run off and kill some sheep in 
a neighbouring field the organisers 
were really happy with the outcome 
on the 2011 festival.

Some UK new Travellers have also 
moved onto protest sites where 
parties can happen spontaneously. 
Often protest sites are in woodland 
and hard to get vehicles on but 
those who like bender or tree house 
living can find a home for a few 
months or even years on protest 
sites. Nine ladies site in Derbyshire 
was a protest site for many years 

protesting against more quarrying 
in the area. There was often parties 
there at weekends and on the 
Solstices and Equinoxes which were 
attended by locals and those from 
further afield as well as residents of 
the site. Eventually it was decided 
that there would be no more 
quarrying in the area and so the 
site disbanded. For some who had 
been living there for years it was 
a massive change to move off and 

find a new home. 

Of course the biggest and 
most famous free festival was 
Stonehenge People’s Free Festival 
which was stopped from happening 
by the police in 1985. The Battle of 
the Beanfield took place that year 
between new Travellers and the 
police with many new Travellers 
getting their vehicles trashed. New 
Travellers themselves were beaten, 

children were taken into care and it 
was the most horrific thing to ever 
happen to new Travellers. 

In 2000 English Heritage and 
Wiltshire police decided people 
could go back to the stones 
to celebrate the Solstices and 
Equinoxes. The summer Solstice 
in 2000 saw 7000 people in 
attendance and although 600 police 
were on standby only 40 mingled 
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with the crowds. Police presence 
was low-key and everyone said 
it was a very relaxed Solstice. 
As it gained popularity police 
presence grew as did the number 
of people attending just for a free 
party rather than the fact that 
they had a love for Stonehenge 
or Pagan celebrations. There is 
nothing relaxed about spending 
a summer Solstice there with 
police helicopters, sniffer dogs and 
undercover police all in attendance 
as well as 10,000 people who have 
no idea why they are at Stonehenge 
on that day or for what reason, 
they are just looking for a party. For 
other people for who Stonehenge 
is a special place and the Solstice 
or Equinox is a special time it is 
nice to be able to get to the stones. 
I like to go to Stonehenge on an 
Equinox when although there is 
still a police presence it is reduced 
greatly and there is more of a 
relaxed atmosphere. I have gone 
to Avebury for summer Solstice 

celebrations more recently but that 
is now getting more popular and so 
police presence is increasing there 
as well.

In conclusion I would say music 
is as important as it has always 
been in new Traveller culture, from 
playing instruments around the 
fire to downloading an album off 
the internet, from sharing music to 
going to festivals, music is still a 
massive part of people’s lives. New 
technology has made obtaining and 
keeping music a lot easier for a lot 
of people. Some bands that were a 
big part of the new Traveller scene in 
the 80s and 90s are still around or 
have reformed meaning a whole new 
generation of people are hearing 
their music for the first time. All the 
new festivals have enabled those 
with skills to find work all through 
the summer months in the UK, and 
it has meant some great line-ups for 
the average paying guest. Freedom 
of movement around Europe 
has meant it easier for different 
nationalities to travel and there is 

a thriving new Traveller movement 
in mainland Europe, particularly in 
countries which have a much more 
relaxed view of people living on the 
road like Spain and Portugal. In turn 
that has meant a great free party 
scene. Unfortunately the UK is still 
a hard place to live on the road and 
our festivals and celebrations and 
too highly priced and too highly 
policed.

It is a great shame that the very 
people that invented music festivals 
in the UK have been pushed out of 
many of them.

Sam Wilkinson.  
www.positive-evolution.org.uk

All photos by Sam, except where 
indicated.

Useful websites (music) 
www.nuzzprowlingwolf.blogspot.com 
ww.killyourpetpuppy.co.uk 
www.anarcho-punk.net 
www.oldpunksneverdie.com

Useful websites (festivals): 
www.alchemyfestival.co.uk 
www.endorseit.co.uk 
www.boomtownfair.co.uk 
www.beautifuldays.org 
www.big-green-gathering.com 
www.knockengorroch.org.uk 
www.officialdragonfestival.blogspot.com 
www.freekuencyfestival.com 
http://sunrisecelebration.com 
www.willyourememberme.com/
thehorsedrawncamp/index.html






